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Deadline set in speaker Impasse 


By Jim Siegel 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Determined to end a bitter 
seven-week leadership 
impasse, Rep. Kirk Schuring 
says Ohio House members 


have until Friday to tell him 
how the chamber will go 
about picking a new leader 
next week. 

That is the deadline 
the Canton Republican is 
giving members, Democrats 


included, to tell him whether 
next week’s House session 
will either be a vote to pick 
anew speaker, or a vote 

to change the rules so that 
Schuring can continue to run 
the House — with the ability 


to push through bills — 
through the end of the year 
as speaker pro tempore. 
“Whichever gets the most 
votes by 5 p.m. on Friday, 


See SPEAKER, AQ 


Cincinnati soccer fans cheer Tuesday before speakers take the stage at the Rhinegeist Brewery to announce the addition of FC 
Cincinnati to Major League Soccer. [JOHN MINCHILLO/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


MLS coming to Cincinnati but may be leaving Columbus 


By Andrew Erickson 
The Columbus Dispatch 


CINCINNATI — Cheers 
and soccer chants rever- 
berated off the walls of 


Rhinegeist Brewery as Major 


League Soccer officially 
expanded to southwestern 
Ohio. 


Commissioner Don Garber 


announced FC Cincinnati as 


the league’s newest expan- 
sion team Tuesday, to begin 


play in 2019, before a packed 


main floor at the brewery in 
Cincinnati’s Over the Rhine 
neighborhood. 

The announcement was 
more a formality than a 
surprise but served as the 


celebratory next step for what 


has been a meteoric rise in 
the city’s professional soccer 


scene since the team began 
play in the second-tier United 
Soccer League in 2016. 

But while Cincinnati 
celebrated, the question 
remained whether MLS will 
have two teams in Ohio next 
year, or just one. 

Last October, the group 
that operates Columbus 
Crew SC, Precourt Sports 
Ventures, said it would 


explore relocating to Austin, 
Texas, citing concerns with 
attendance in Columbus, an 
aging Mapfre Stadium on the 
state fairgrounds and lack of 
corporate sponsorship. 

Garber, though, reiter- 
ated the league’s belief that 
professional soccer in Ohio 
is not a zero-sum game. 


See MLS, All 


Access to 
Muirfield 
from homes 
now limited 


By Kevin Stankiewicz 
The Columbus Dispatch 


The Muirfield Village 
Golf Club course remains 
largely the same, but fans' 
access to it from adjacent 
homes during the annual 
Memorial Tournament 
will change significantly 
this year. 

In an attempt to boost 
security, residents who 
host parties during the 
tournament — or the 
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Talks continue 
as if NKorean 
summit is 
back on 


By Catherine Lucey, 
Zeke Miller and Kim 
Tong-Hyung 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Rapid-fire diplomacy 
played out on two conti- 
nents Tuesday in advance 
of an "expected" summit 
between President Donald 
Trump and North Korea's 
Kim Jong Un, the strength- 
ening resolve coming after 
a series of high-risk, high- 
reward gambits by the two 
leaders. 
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